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“ Thofe who waited anxioufly in the expedlation of deriving amufement from Tue 
TriFLER, will now have to turn their expectation to fome other quarter, for the killing 
of the few minutes of time which were devoted for the reading of my work. And 
thofe who, with a jealous eye, waited for to pick out miftakes, will now have to feck 


for another Work to criticife.” Maw-worm. 








N Saturday laft, arrived in thefe regions, Richard Maw-worm | 
Efg. commonly known in Edinburgh by the name of Dicky The 
Trifle. This unfortunate youth, naturally of a weak conftitution, 


and without fufficient ftamina to fupport longevity, had long been in 
a declining ftate. Fruitlefs were the endeavours of furrounding 
friends to prevent his ezmuz, and to preferve a worn-out frame. He 
was fome time ago attacked with a brain-fever, occafioned by a violent 
cold caught in the Theatre, at the reprefentation of Tancred and Sigif- 
munda, from which he was flowly recovering. During his conva- 
lefcence, he indulged in claffical effufions on felf-denial, the dan- 
ger of vanity, the utility of novels, the education of Triflers, &c. 
He had occafionally horrible dreams of apparitions; and, Jatinifing 
his name to Feriatus, expofed himfelf to the Public, by writing, and 
actually printing, an account of thefe reveries. Notwithftanding thefe 
occafional derangements, he was, though not poflefled of fupernatural 
powers, really a good fenfible fort of a man, and, affifted by his friends 
and books, could often write wonderfully well. A {peech about the origin 
of fociety, which he put into the mouth of a fpirit, would do him ho- 
nour even in his.prefent ftate of exiftence. The immediate caufe of 
the premature end of the young Squire, was a violent blow he recei- 
ved, in the a& of committing a petty larceny upon one [faac Bickerftaff ; 
after which he lingered out a few days in great agony. , Still the itch of 
writing did not forfake him ; he produced a rhapfody upon novels from 
Homer downwards, and a Philippic againft Italian Mufic, with illuftra- 
tions from the cuftoms and tafte of the Venetians and Caftilians, and a 
detail of the Englifh and Scotch authors he underftood. Still, however, 
he continued to exhibit fome figns of delirium. In one of his fits, he mif- 
took the Reverend Author of Tullochgorum for Robert Fergufon. At 
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another time, fenfible of his approaching diffolution, he attempted to 
write his own elegy; but not having fufficient ftrength.of mind for 
that purpofe, his friends fupplied him with the following from the ele- 
gant pen of Tibullus. 


“ At fi tardus eris, errabis: tranfiet ztas 
“ Quam cito! non fegnis ftat, remeatque dies. 

“ Quam cite purpureos deperdit terra colores ! 
“ Quam cito formofas populus alba comas! 

“ Vidi ego jam juvenem, premeret cum ferior tas, 
“ Moerentem ftultos preeteriiffe dies.” 


He died on Saturday morning, much regretted. 


On his arrival among us, fadnefs was depicted on his vifage, which 
foon changed into rage, when he beheld me, whom he accufed as_his 
murderer, charging me with laying in his way the temptation to commit 
the fatal theft. I immediately condu&ted him to the Tribunal of Ghofts, 
where I explained the cafe, not only to their fatisfa€tion, but alfo to his 
conviction, fhewing, that the whole was a punifhment for paft offences. 
This it is proper I explain alfo to the world. 

It would appear, that Mr Maw-worm, or his friends through him, 
had made a malevolent attack upon a player; who being a favou- 
rite of the Ladies, one of them, a Mrs Ifabella Hint, with the true 
fpirit of female revenge, laid a fnare for poor Dicky; in which he 
had no fooner fallen, than, in the exultation of her heart, fhe commu- 
nicated the whole to me by a letter, which I have fhewn him fince his 
arrival here, and have now left with my Bookfeller for the infpection 
of the friends of the deceafed. He is now convinced that my detec- 
tion of him proceeded from the pureft motives, and fincerely repents 
his animofity againft both Mr Johnfton and myfelf. He has even of- 
fered me affiftance in his literary capacity, having fome pretty little 
nugatory Effays on hand; but this handfome and conciliatory offer I 
thought proper to decline. By his defire, however, and out of the re- 
gard I have for him, I communicate to the world the following notice, 
in which they will recognife his elegant pen. 

“ Having by me fome entertaining Eflays anent fome interefting 
fubje€ts, which it will be agreeable for the world for to know, as well 
as fome elegant claflical Numbers from the pen of my brother Feriatus, 
I think it is a pity for to lofe fo many good things; and having a friend 
and fucceffor in the weft of Scotland, who is happily following my foot- 
fteps, I am determined for to give him fome of them Effays, where he 
will find matter enough for to pick out information from. I have fome 


excellent Greek mottos, and fome curious and witty difcoveries in drefs, 
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which fhall fuperfede the ufe of great coats and breeches. This young 
friend of mine I will infpire with all my wit and knowledge ; and I will 
beg my claffical correfpondent for to give him fome affiftance. But be- 
ware, O Ephraim! of one Thefpis, if you mean for to keep in with 
the Fair Sex. Well may I fay an unlucky Thefpis he was to me; he 
was my ruin ; and now I repent of fuffering his {plenetic abufe for to 
mix with’ my innocent Eflays. 
RicHaRD Maw-worw, Efg. 
His Guost.” 


SIR, 


I find myfelf attacked by a crowd of my brother Mathematicians, 
for having faid in my letter to you, that I would prove the indivifibi- 
lity of matter. They fay, it muft be an error of the prefs. I beg 
therefore you will contradict the report. For, in my propofed Work, 
I intend to demonftrate, that matter being compofed of furfaces, fur- 
faces of lines, and lines of mathematical points, cannot be divided ; and 
the divifibility of matter muft be a mere illufion. By proving this, I 
think I have done a great fervice to the fcience, and cut fhort many ab- 
furd difputes. 

I am very bufy in my mechanical principles of morals; have con- 
ftruéted innumerable equations for the crime of ftealing ; and am mea- 
furing the angles of vice, in all its branches, in the circle of human 
actions, which is done by a machine invented by me. This at once 
exhibits the nature of the vice, the chances of difcovery, the rifk in the 
perpetration ; and, at one glance of the eye, fhews, on the other hand, 
the fum of the advantages arifing from the purfuit of the correfpondmg 
virtue ; the value of the moft trifling thoughts is afcertaified with ma- 
thematical certainty. The inftrument, too, is brought to fuch perfec- 
tion, as to be carried in the pocket; and, by the addition of Loga- 
rithims, marks the degrees of vice to an inconceivable minutenefs. 

ARCHIMEDES Juntor. 


SIR, 


Vanity is the ruling paffion of man. To you I don’t pretend to be 
free of it. But modefty is fo much admired by the world, that its ap- 
pearance gains refpect to the cenfurer of others. I have tried various 
means to conceal my vanity; but I have always been betrayed in aa- 
ing my part. I have read many Eflays againft it, written by hypo- 
crites Jike myfelf Thefe have been of fome ufe in direéting my 
expreflions in conyerlation ; but I with from you, what I cannot get 
in books, a fyftematie treatife on the method of deceiving others 
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by appearances. There isa certain clafs, the peft of fociety, who take 
a particular delight in expofing all ferious characters ; among others, 
they do not fpare hypocrites. I dare fay, the great fecret lies in a pro- 
per mixture of the fcoffing and the ferious ; too much of either ftrikes 
the eye. The world begin to be as much difpleafed with conceited 
braggers, as with fan@tified Monks. It may be neceflary to inform you, 
that I am a gentleman of the law; my particular propenfity is to dif- 
play my powers of oratory ; nor can I conceal my fatisfaction at the 
approbation my fpeeches frequently receive at the bar. It is at the fame 
time true, that fome of my -.arangues, as well as fome papers I have 
written, have been feverely handled, and even laughed at. Now, to 
bear this with feeming philofophy, is my great difficulty ; and my bre- 


thren, who perceive it, do not fpare me. 
INANIS. 


SIR, 

I am a Profeflor of Eloquence ; I teach Oratory and Poetry, by rules 
fo plain and infallible, that any perfon, with moderate affiduity, may, by 
the affiftance of them, compofe Odes, Elegies, or even Epic Poems, in a 
very fhort fpace of time. As for Profe, I never yet failed in completing an 
Orator in three months. My fuccefs, however, in teaching the art of 
writing Plays, has been unbounded : all the productions of my pupils in 
this line have taken wonderfully ; they partake of fong, farce, and fenti- 
ment, fo mingled as to pleafe the moft felect London audiences. My 
intention at prefent is to publifh a Treatife, containing rules to teach 
perfons of the meaneft capacity to acquire fuch a facility in writing Plays, 
as to enfure certain fuccefs.. [implore your patronage in this under- 
taking; if you do not recommend my Work to the Public, I fear 
that, affaulted by the numerous hoft of play-writers, I may fall a viim 
to their rage, at my difclofing boldly the fecret of the trade. It is, 
Learned Sir, in your power to raife a man of genius, to fcreen him 
from the attacks of quacks, ever folicitous to conceal their noftrums. 
Your enlightened philanthropy will, I am certain, have compaffion on 
unprotected merit. That you may be able to judge of the merits of 
my compofition, I fhall in due time tran{mit to you fome extraéts from 


my Work. With the moft profound refpect, I remain yours, 
RHETOR. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


I have received the Marquis’s third Letter, alfo the communications figned ALMA- 
viva and Scotus—-M. De Voltaire’s Letter, which has been unavoidably pdftponed, 
will foon appear.—My Correfpondents are miftaken who think that I mean to engage 
in Political Controverfy.—Solomon Shadow will fee, that I have profited by his poft- 
fcript.—My next Number will contain Ghoftly matter, and perhaps fome curious in- 


aclligence from Rome. 
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